CHAPTER FIVE

DEVOTION

This, the middle chapter of our8 Gospel \ is com-
posed of the famous NdraJa Bhakti-Sutras^ a work
which has long been the standard of Hindu thought on
Devotion. A Sutra contains the maximum of content
in the minimum of language; so the original of this
chapter is extremely terse, even to the point of obscurity
at times, and each line could be commented on by
several volumes of the size of our ( Gospel.' It will be
convenient therefore to treat each paragraph as a separate
unit, so that the comments may be kept close to the
text they mean to elucidate and expand.

After explaining what is Devotion, Narada tells how
it may arise in the human soul and how it expresses
itself in the outer life; he speaks a little of its immense
value as the supreme path to God, and of the various
forms in which it may manifest itself. We shall find
the teachings of this valuable and oft commented
tractate very close to those of the Pancharafra, which
iis the Source for most of our own (Gospel of Narada \

19, What is True Devotion?

1. So now we shall explain Devotion. Its
form is an intense love for Him^ and (its)